1. Who are you? I've no idea what type of people are involved in an organisation
like yours, and have been told Spanish republicans vary widely from people who were
involved in anti-Franco movement to teenagers.

The RED INTER CIVICO REPUBLICANA is an Association whose purpose is to spread
republican values. It aims to unite all those people and entities that defend a form of state
based on the basic principles inherent in republicanism. People from different parties that
defend the republican ideals can be on the RED.

Many of the members of the RED have been repressed by Francoism during the
demonstrations of the 1960s and 1970s. There are also many young and middle-aged
people.

2. What did you feel about the monarchy when you were growing up? |
understand Juan Carlos | was popular during much of his reign.

The RED is in favour of a democratically elected head of state as a republic. The feelings of
when we were young were the same as those we have now, a head of state elected by
popular vote. Juan Carlos | was popular for a part of the citizens, those who had republican
ideas disagreed with the inheritance received from the Franco dictator who made him king
without asking the Spaniards. In the last stage of his reign his image fell due to certain bad
practices that were discovered.

3. Why’d you become a republican? Was there a moment that caused you to
adopt the cause?

In general, we all became Republicans when we saw the inequality and privileged castes
that had power during the dictatorship, with a great social difference among citizens, where
there was practically no middle class, only the rich who handled everything and the poor. In
the absence of a democracy, citizens could not access government or participate in the more
social distribution of this country's wealth, in good public services, housing, health care, etc.

4, Has being a republican affected you, positively or negatively? Many
republicans in places like Swaziland or Japan are seen as eccentrics or even attacked
for their views.

The republican values of "Equality, Legality and Fraternity" are always positive for all citizens.
There are countries that see the Republicans as eccentric, and in Spain the dictator saw
them as communists; however, a republic is a more democratic and social system than
monarchies in which all ideologies have a place, even though we of the RED have our own,
which does not coincide with the right-wing parties.

5. Spain has had a lot of opportunities to get rid of its monarchy — and has even
done so multiple times. Given that, why does it still persist? What do you feel would
need to happen to change that?

In Spain we have had two republics, the FIRST proclaimed in 1873 and the SECOND in
1931 by popular vote; both republics were destroyed by coups d' état of the monarchist and
right-wing military. In the case of the Second Republic, aided by the fascist governments of
Germany and Italy and with the passivity of the French Republic due to the NON-



INTERVENTION COMMITTEE formed by the majority of European countries, including
France, Great Britain, Germany and lItaly.

We feel the need for change as indicated above, we want to have a more democratic country
whose Head of State is democratically elected.

6. What is the current state of republican and pro-monarchy feeling in the country
and does it vary by region?

In Spain, we Republicans want a referendum to choose between Monarchy and Republic,
but the majority parties do not want to do so. Statistically, Republicans can reach 45% of
Spaniards, there are many who are not monarchists but neither republicans because they
are still thought as Francoism said that we are communists, that is necessary to change
through education. There are many countries in the world with a republican system that are
not communists like France, Germany, Switzerland, ltaly, the United States, Mexico, etc. and
are democratic.

Large urban centres tend to be less traditionalist and therefore there are more Republican
citizens than in rural areas. This is directly related to the cultural level, university studies and
opportunities to learn about other ideas different from those promoted by the parties in
power. We have an example in America with Trump voters.

7. How have events in Catalunya affected the republican debate? | assume Felipe
VI’'s comments went down badly, but | also imagine the instability in the region could
cause some people to turn towards the monarchy.

The events in Catalonia do affect the republican ideals that we defend because many people
who are undecided between monarchy and republic see it as a separatism that does not
want to share the wealth with other Autonomous Communities, after forty years that Franco
invested a lot of money for the economic development of that area to the detriment of others.
In reality, Catalonia is behind Madrid and the Balearic Islands in terms of its contribution to
the state, although the nationalists say they are the most important contributors.

It is another way of seeing a Republic, it is nationalist, therefore exclusionary and bourgeaois,
they act with pressure systems that remind us of the ultra-right, impeding speaking and the
use of any expression in the other co-official language, Castilian, attacking the Castilian
culture and therefore disrespecting other citizens.

It is normal for the image of Felipe VI to rise at this moment; the nationalists themselves are
promoting it, and the monarchists and the party that governs us are taking advantage of it as
the figure that maintains the unity of Spain.

8. Could you give me some indication of the state of your organisation, such as
how many paying supporters you have, how often you meet and what campaigns
you’re currently doing? | understand republican views in Spain are held by many,
many divergent bodies, which could make running an organisation like yours or
organising anything very difficult.

In Spain, having had a Republic so recently, there are about fifty Republican parties,
associations and ateneos, so it is very difficult to make a single party that brings them
together. We are a Republican Association in which all the people have a place and we
collaborate in meetings, demonstrations, etc., with different associations and parties that



have the same aims as us. The number of members is not important because many
Republicans collaborate with us without being part of our association, in fact the activities
that we organize in the Athenaeum of Madrid usually go more than 200 people.

We are in favour of a symmetrical, egalitarian and democratic Federal Republic for all the
current Autonomous Communities.

Health and Republic
Juan Armindo Hernandez

Secretary General



1-

¢,Quiénes son ustedes? No tengo ni idea de qué tipo de personas estan
involucradas en una organizacion como la suya, y se me ha dicho que los
republicanos espafioles varian mucho desde personas involucradas en el
movimiento antifranquista a adolescentes.

La RED INTER CiVICO REPUBLICANA es una Asociacion cuyo objeto es difundir los
valores republicanos. Pretende aliar a todas aquellas personas y entidades que
defiendan una forma de estado basado en los principios basicos inherentes al
republicanismo. En la RED pueden estar aquellas personas de diferentes partidos que
defiendan los ideales republicanos.

Muchos de los miembros de la RED han sido reprimidos por el franquismo durante las
manifestaciones de los afios 1960 y 1970. También hay mucha gente joven y de
mediana edad.

¢ Qué pensaban acerca de la monarquia cuando eran jovenes? Entiendo que Juan
Carlos | fue popular durante gran parte de su reinado

La RED es partidaria de una Jefatura del Estado elegida democraticamente a modo de
Republica. Los sentimientos de cuando éramos jévenes eran los mismos que tenemos
ahora, un Jefe/a del Estado electo por votacién popular. Juan Carlos | era popular para
una parte de los ciudadanos, los que tenian ideas republicanas no estaban de acuerdo
con la herencia recibida del dictador franco que le puso como rey sin preguntar a los
espafoles. En la Ultima etapa de su reinado su imagen cay0 debido a ciertas malas
practicas que se fueron descubriendo.

3- ¢Por qué se hicieron republicanos? ¢Hubo un momento que les hizo adoptar la
causa?

Por lo general todos nos hicimos republicanos al ver la desigualdad y las castas
privilegiadas que tenian el poder durante la dictadura, con una gran diferencia social
entre los ciudadanos, en donde no existia practicamente el nivel medio, sélo los ricos
que manejaban todo y los pobres. Al no existir una democracia los ciudadanos no
podian acceder al gobierno ni participar en el reparto mas social de la riqueza de este
pais, en unos buenos servicios publicos, vivienda, sanidad, etc.

4- ;Ser republicano te ha afectado positiva o negativamente? Muchos
republicanos en lugares como Swazilandia o JapOn son vistos como excéntricos
o incluso atacados por sus puntos de vista.

Los valores republicanos de “Igualdad, Legalidad y Fraternidad” son siempre positivos
para todos los ciudadanos. Hay paises que ven a los republicanos como excéntricos, y
en Espafia el dictador los veia como comunistas; sin embargo una Republica es un
sistema mas democratico y social que las monarquias en donde tienen cabida todas las
ideologias, aunque nosotros los de la RED tengamos la nuestra, que no coincide con
los partidos de derechas.



5- Espafia ha tenido muchas oportunidades para deshacerse de su monarquia, y
lo ha hecho muchas veces. ¢Por qué persisten? ¢Qué creen que tendria que
pasar para cambiar eso?

En Espafa hemos tenido dos Republicas, la PRIMERA proclamada en 1873 y la
SEGUNDA en 1931 por votacion popular, ambas republicas fueron destruidas por
golpes de estado de los militares monarquicos y de derechas. En el caso de la Segunda
Republica ayudados por los gobiernos fascistas de Alemania e Italia y con la pasividad
de la Republica Francesa por causa del COMITE de NO INTERVENCION formado por
la mayoria de los paises europeos, entre ellos Francia, Gran Bretafia, Alemania e Italia.

Sentimos la necesidad del cambio por lo indicado anteriormente, queremos tener un
pais mas democratico cuyo Jefe/a del Estado sea elegido/a democraticamente.

6- ¢Cuadl es el estado actual del sentimiento republicano y pro-monérquico en el
pais y como varia segun laregion?

En Espafia los republicanos queremos que se haga un referéndum para elegir entre
Monarquia y Republica, pero los partidos mayoritarios no quieren hacerlo.
Estadisticamente los republicanos pueden llegar al 45% de los espafioles, hay muchos
gque no son monarquicos pero tampoco republicanos porque siguen pensado como
decia el franquismo que somos comunistas, eso es necesario cambiarlo mediante la
educacion. Hay en el mundo muchos paises con sistema republicano que no son
comunistas como Francia, Alemania, Suiza, Italia, Estados Unidos, México, etc. y son
democréticos.

Los grandes nucleos urbanos suelen ser menos tradicionalistas y por lo tanto hay mas
ciudadanos republicanos que en el medio rural. Eso esta directamente relacionado con
el nivel cultural, los estudios universitarios y las oportunidades de conocer otras ideas
diferentes a las que fomentan los partidos que ostentan el poder. Tenemos un ejemplo
en EEUU con los votantes de Trump.

7-¢,Como han afectado los acontecimientos de Catalunya al debate republicano?
Asumo que los comentarios de Felipe VI han caido mal, pero también me imagino
gue la inestabilidad en la region podria hacer que algunas personas se volvieran
hacia la monarquia.

Los acontecimientos de Catalufia, si afectan a los ideales republicanos que nosotros
defendemos porque muchas personas que estan indecisas entre monarquia y republica
lo ven como un separatismo que no quiere compartir la riqueza con otras Comunidades
Auténomas, después de los cuarenta afios que Franco invirti6 mucho dinero para el
desarrollo econémico de esa zona en detrimento de otras. En realidad en lo relativo a la
aportacion al Estado, Catalufia esta detras de Madrid y de Baleares, aunque los
nacionalistas dicen que son los que mas aportan.

Es otra forma de ver una Republica, es nacionalista por lo tanto excluyente y burguesa,
acttian con sistemas de presion que recuerdan a la ultraderecha impidiendo hablar y el
uso de cualquier expresion en la otra lengua cooficial como es el castellano, atacan la
cultura castellana y por lo tanto faltan el respeto a otros ciudadanos.



Es normal que la imagen de Felipe VI suba en estos momentos; estan potenciandolo los
propios nacionalistas, y lo estdn aprovechando los monarquicos y el partido que nos
gobierna como la figura que mantiene la unidad de Espafia.

8-¢Podrian darme alguna indicacion sobre el estado de su organizacion, por
ejemplo, cuantos simpatizantes pagan, con qué frecuencia se relne y qué
campafias estd realizando actualmente? Entiendo que en Espafa los puntos de
vista republicanos estan en manos de muchos, muchos organismos divergentes,
lo que podria hacer que dirigir una organizacion como la suya u organizar algo
muy dificil.

En Espafia, al haber tenido una Republica hace tan poco tiempo, hay cerca de
cincuenta partidos, asociaciones y ateneos republicanos, por lo que es muy dificil hacer
un solo partido que los aglutine. Nosotros somos una Asociacion Republicana en la que
tienen cabida todas las personas y colaboramos en reuniones, manifestaciones, etc,
con distintas asociaciones y partidos que tienen los mismos fines que nosotros. El
namero de socios no es importante porque con nosotros colaboran muchos
republicanos sin necesidad de estar dentro de nuestra asociacién, de hecho a las
actividades que organizamos en el Ateneo de Madrid suelen ir mas de 200 personas.

Nosotros somos partidarios de una Republica Federal simétrica, igualitaria vy
democratica para todas las actuales Comunidades Autbnomas.

Salud y Republica

Juan Armindo Hernandez

Secretario General



